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“My Dear Son:

I confess that I am often amazed and sometime stunned by the timing of matters out of
my control. Yet down deep in my soul, I know that God loves me perfectly and His ways
are always best. When I sometimes face unexpected and unwanted events that suddenly
upset my plans and my pocketbook, I end up being humbled by my lack of faith and
confidence in God. He knows when I need to be taken down a peg or two, because;
“humility is always helpful!” When participating with the numbing sin of pride, and
enjoying sailing through life with the arrogance of self-centered thought, I am sooner or
later brought face-to-face with my weakness in faith, and humbled by the abundance of
pride. The confession for sin and the forgiveness of sin are so liberating and maturing.
“Burdens are lifted at Calvary.”

Sometimes when incompetent people cross my path, I find that I can become critical and
judgmental, especially with those who are inept in what they do or say. When I hear in my
inner ear the condemnation of their imperfections, it isn’t long before I become aware, by
the Holy Spirit, that on my part it is nothing more than malignant pride. “Lord, forgive me
and help me “… in humility consider others better than yourself.” (Phil 2:3). Even in my
older years, I am still convincingly aware of my old sin nature and the need to humble
myself before a perfect God. I look forward to the day of being in His glorious presence to
be “like Him” and enjoying the flawlessness and faultlessness of Heaven. “Humility is
always helpful!”

My Son, I believe that all of us, to some degree, struggle with unplanned events and inept
people that come into our lives. Yet if we really desire inner peace and retain a loving
unity with one another we will need to follow the instructions of the Apostle Paul in
Philippians 2:1-11.

1. Unity is the Message (vss. 1-2)
2. Humility is the Mode (vss. 3-4)
3. Christ is the Model (vss. 5-11)

Son, as you and I live and move in our journey of life, may we always be reminded and
encouraged by the truth that; “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
(James 4:6). “Humility is always helpful!” 

Thank you for sharing these moments with me. I love you!

Dad.”

Editors Note: 2005 is the year for Truth and Reconciliation within the TWR Alumni.
May each of us in our search for oneness in Christ and unity of fellowship follow the
model of Jesus Christ. Remember this truth: whatever humbles me, helps me!

Humilityis
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• TWR Alumni Directory – A second
addition of the TWR Alumni Directory
will be printed and mail early in 2006.
Any additions, deletions, and/or
corrections need to send to
EAlumni@twr.org as soon as possible.
It is important that we have your
current address, phone number(s) and
email address(s). If you want to be
included in the TWR Alumni Hospitality
Exchange program, you will need to
indicate that as well.
• The TWR Alumni Advisory Board
(AB) will hold its annual meeting at the
TWR office in Cary, NC, on November

11 and 12, 2005. The AB and Director
request that the Alumni send in any
discussion points that will improve the
vision and focus of the TWR Alumni
initiative. Send your comments to:
EAlumni@twr.org or to the AB
Chairman, Duane Gow at:
Duanegow@aol.com
• If you would like to receive the TWR
Alumni Network prayer, praise and
news items, please request the same by
sending your email address to:
EAlumni@twr.org
• Visit the TWR Alumni Web site at:
www.twralumni.org

Purpose Statement:

The purpose of the TWR Alumni is:

“To connect and communicate with

the TWR Alumni through effective

care, resulting in continued

partnership to reach the world for

Christ by mass media so that lasting

fruit is produced.” 

We

RUTH... A tribute to a

very special lady

“I’ll take mine well done,” said Ruth Johnson as the waiter wrote down
her steak order.  “I’ve seen enough of cows hanging from trees that I like
my steak well done.”  Ruth’s smile was infectious as she shared with me
bits and pieces of her life I had never heard before.  “My husband and I
would visit a family and see an animal [just slaughtered] hanging from a tree
as we drove up to their house.”

“Where was this?” I queried.  
“In Indiana,” replied Ruth.  It was during the years that her husband,

Shildes, was a pastor in a rural farming community.  But that was not the
only place where Shildes and Ruth served together.  For Ruth, life began in
California.  Her college years were in Minnesota and California, where she
earned two degrees, both in the areas of Christian Education.   In
California she met her husband-to-be, Shildes, who was attending the
Baptist seminary where Ruth was.  Had Shildes and Ruth settled down to
one spot on the U.S. map, we probably would never have known her, but
that was not the case.  Consider all the places they lived besides California
and Indiana —Kentucky, Mississippi, New Jersey, Tennessee, Texas,
Edinburgh—Edinburgh? Yes, Edinburgh, Scotland.  They lived there for two
years while Shildes worked on one of his doctorate degrees.

But it was in New Jersey that Ruth came in contact with Trans World
Radio.  Shildes accepted a position at Bloomfield College in Bloomfield,
N.J., and not long afterward, Ruth started teaching at Northeastern Bible
College in Essex Fells, a position she held for 20 years.  With two degrees
in Christian Ed, Ruth was well qualified to take on such a teaching
challenge, but she did not stop there.   She also started a Christian school
at the church they attended, Brookdale Baptist; and for 12 years
maintained the dual responsibility of being principal of the school and
professor at the college while raising their two children.  It’s when we fast-
forward those 20+ years that we see how Ruth’s and TWR’s paths
crossed.  The year was 1986.   We find Shildes incapacitated due to illness

by M. Tunis

and Ruth needing a full-time job near home.  One
day she stopped by TWR’s headquarters in
Chatham, N.J., which was within driving distance of
their house and close enough to tend to Shildes.
She was hired and assigned to a young man from
Moody—Tim Klingbeil.

“Ruth has proven to be an invaluable part of the
TWR team since she first joined our staff,” says Tim.
“During those early years in New Jersey, Ruth faced
some very difficult times personally as she worked
full-time and cared for her invalid husband.  All of us
who worked with her were touched by her trust in
the Lord.  Ruth’s optimistic spirit and deep personal
faith have been a wonderful example to me.”

Coworker Janet Bisset recalls:  “Tim wanted me
to assist Ruth in writing letters to our donors.  I
remember the letters she received from
prisoners…she would write back to each one and
many times send them Bibles she purchased with
her own money.”

“I met Ruth for the first time when I was a
freshman at Northeastern Bible College,”
remembers TWR missionary Carol Munger.  “She
was my teacher in Christian Education.  I realized
she was working with TWR when we were still in
Chatham, and I would visit during furloughs.  If the
Lord allows me to live to her age, I hope that I can
shine like she does.”

John Summerville, another coworker, recalls one
humorous incident:  “A couple of years ago Ruth’s
eyesight had gotten to where doctors needed to
remove the cataract from her one good eye.  When
she returned to the office, I stopped by.  Ruth
praised the Lord…telling me how the cataract had
distorted her vision so much that colors had even
been distorted.   I was backing out of her cubicle
when suddenly she gasped, “John!  When did you
go gray?” (His hair, of course.)

Ruth will retire from TWR at the end of August,
prior to her 83rd birthday on September 11.  We
will all miss you Ruth—greatly.  But we will always
remember the tremendous impact you had on 
our lives.

remember

More than ever, I am
convinced that honest and
sincere prayer is our
greatest earthly friend. It is
true, even before we ask,
God knows all about each of
us, and He knows our greatest need.
Yet, it is in the delight of prayer that we
have a human avenue to enjoy His
perfect fellowship, thus to leave our
burdens with our Father, knowing that
He cares for each of His children. Let
us challenge one another in Christian
love to live in this fantastic truth.

dennis ford
editor’s personal note
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KENNETH & MARGARET SCHAD

6460 Ivan Trail
Middleville, MI 49333

616-891-8800
KF8MP@aol.com

TWR Service:
1984-1985: Guam
1986-1990: Bonaire 

Present Ministry:
Very active in the First
Baptist Church 
Middleville, MI

Children:
Jim & Vicki Schad
Mary & Rev.David McClintic
Rebecca & David Beech
Julie & Jim Yacynych

PAUL & BETTY SEMENCHUK

1372 South Cape Way
Lakewood, CO  80232

303-987-8788
pnbsem@aol.com

TWR Service:
1964-1970: Monte Carlo
1981-1993: Monte Carlo 

Present Ministry:
Paul: published fourth
Russian book

Betty: works with local
Russian immigrants

Children:
Tim (’54)
Dan (’56)
Jeff  (’60)

WALLY HOLLIS

3044 White Oak St.,
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129 
303-346-3034 (H)
303-947-6276 (C)
wally@wmhollis.com

TWR Service:
1985-1986: Bonaire
1987-1988: Chatham, NJ
1988-1995: Bonaire 
1995-2000: Guam
2000-2003: Australia
2003: Colorado

Present Ministry:
Master’s of Counseling
program via Univ. of
Phoenix 8

Children:
Kyla
Shannon

BOB & DIANE TENCATE

9787 W. Rifleman St., 
Boise, ID 83704

208-322-5552
kangakiwi@hotmail.com

TWR Service:
1986-1997: Bonaire (Bob)
1987-1997: Bonaire
(Diane)

Present Ministry/Work:
Bob works for Alaska
Airlines.
Diane works for the Boise
School District.

Children:
Alister (‘92)
Malcolm (‘94)

UPDATE Benin Transmitting Station Project
Christians around the globe have responded
generously to TWR’s appeal to build a new
medium wave (AM) transmitting station in
Benin. Currently, 95 percent of the project’s
need has been committed or given; however,
wheels are in motion and work already has
begun at the site in West Africa. 

Garth and Fiona Kennedy, who previously
served as missionaries with TWR, are in
Benin to assist in the building of the transmit-
ting site. In 2003, the Kennedys supervised
the building of TWR’s Côte d’Ivoire national
office amidst the civil unrest that plagued the

country. For a computer rendering and floor
plan of the Benin facility, visit TWR-Africa’s
Web site at twrafrica.org and click “Benin
Transmitting Station Project Update.”

In June, a tower, small bulldozer and tractor
were shipped to Benin. Upon their arrival
and clearing of customs, the containers will
be transported by road to the building site. In
the meantime, Garth and a team of local
workers have begun clearing the land; digging
a well and the footings for the building; and
building a fence around the property. 

Louis and Sylvia Muggleton, who played a key role in making
sure that the programs went out over the right frequencies,
have served the Lord faithfully for many years in TWR. Here is
a little of their exciting story.

Qn: How and when did you learn of TWR? When did you
become involved?

Ans: In April 1961, while on holiday in East London, South
Africa, we learned of TWR through Rev. Jack Murray, of the
European Christian Mission. Jack gave us the address of Dr.
Ralph Freed. I wrote to him on 5/6/1961, offering help in
antenna design and radio-wave propagation based on my 17
years of training, research and experience.

On 5/13/1961 Dr. Ralph sent a reply that made us rejoice. I still
have copies of the two letters on file. He, Dr. Paul Freed and
Bill Mial were in a conference with consultant engineers from
Geneva when my letter arrived. To his amazement, my letter
described the very things they were discussing. He welcomed
my plan that I was seeking employment in a British University,
where my research could be on projects aimed at helping TWR.
We would travel to Monte Carlo regularly for consultation. In
the same mail, a letter accepting my application to the
University of Edinburgh for a lectureship in electrical
engineering, specializing in communications, arrived! We heeded
the Lord’s call and I resigned my senior post. We sold our home
and traveled the 8100 miles from Rhodesia, by way of South
Africa, to Scotland and I served part-time with TWR as
Technical Adviser for 17 years.

Qn: What was your full-time ministry with TWR?

Ans: With the expansion of the work to Bonaire, Swaziland,
Sri Lanka and Guam, I took early retirement from my university
position. In 1979, as Director of Propagation, International, we
joined TWR full time. We retired from an operational function
in 1991.

Qn: The Lord gave you many exciting years of service with
TWR, have you continued involvement in your retirement
years?

Ans: We continued to serve in an advisory capacity as Assistant
Missionaries because initially there were numerous inquiries

from the regional Frequency Managers as they employed the
computer software I left for their use. The programs “IONS”
and “SKYWAVE” were used to select suitable meter bands for
the broadcasts from each station. Later I wrote the training
manual “Strong Clear Signals”, published by TWR, Cary. We
have also represented TWR in churches, and fed prayer
requests to the Church Prayer meeting. I have had to retire
from the missionary committee because my poor hearing
makes it difficult to participate.

Qn: How did you work as a husband and wife team?

Ans: Throughout our marriage we supported each other,
especially in prayer. Whether in parenting our 4 sons, managing
the home or the office, we have been in it together, with Sylvia
leading in some areas and Louis leading in others.

Qn: You have 4 sons, can you tell me a little of your family?

Ans: Yes, we have 4 sons. Each one committed his life to the
Lord at a tender age. All are married and we have 9
grandchildren. They presently make their homes in England and
Scotland, with one granddaughter in South Africa training to be
a missionary with YWAM. We are also expecting another
grandchild soon. We pray daily for each family that all may grow
steadily in grace.

Qn: Can we go back in time a little? Where were you born and
when did you meet?

Ans: Both of us were born in South Africa. We met in Port
Elizabeth in 1940 just before Sylvia began her teacher training.
Because of Louis’ service in WW2, which was followed by 3
more years of University education, it was 7 years before we
were able to marry. Sylvia taught Home Economics for two
years in Rhodesia before our marriage.

Qn: How do you continue to be involved with TWR today?

Ans: We are each in our 83rd year and we continue, in God’s
grace, to enjoy a ministry of intercession for
Trans World Radio.

Louis and Sylvia can be contacted at
lmuggleton@uwclub.net

BECAUSE YOU ASKED

i n t e r v i e w
Louis & Sylvia Muggleton

b y  J e a n n e  O l s o n

Jeanne Olson
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