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Truth & Reconciliation – 2005

t w r  a l u m n i  n e w s l e t t e r

By Dennis Ford

The leadership of TWR and the TWR Alumni are
certainly committed to the welfare of all of our
alumni. However, true healing and reconciliation
must start with the hurting reader. For true
healing to occur at all each alumni member needs
to address the specific past hurts from within and
those who did the hurting from without. This is
where the process must start and it needs to be
specific. General amnesty cannot produce true
biblical healing or true reconciliation.

The TWR Alumni Advisory Board and
Director are committed to a year long (2005)
effort to communicate truth and reconciliation.
Our responses are three-fold. First, there is a
commitment to confidentially listen. Second,
there is a commitment to honor the biblical
instructions for forgiveness and healing. Third,
there is a commitment to forgive and forget the
past and press forward in new peace. 

Some will take biblical action steps to find
healing in 2005. Others will choose to repeat
their story to anyone who will listen. For some
that will be gossip but for others it will be a part
of a real healing process. Then there will be
others who will wear their battle scars as a badge
of honor and grow old in bitterness. It is our
earnest prayer, that each will respond by letting
go of the past and face our individual responsibilities
as we are convicted by the Holy Spirit. 

The following interview article tells the story
of God’s marvelous grace in healing the hurts of
the past. 

Interview with Dick and Mary Kennedy
rkennedy@dnet.net

The Connection: Greetings to you, Dick and
Mary Kennedy, and welcome to The Connection.
Can you begin by sharing about your early life,
salvation and marriage?

Mary: I did not grow up in a Christian home but
was sent to Sunday School where I learned many
Scripture verses which later convicted me. Using
Isaiah 64:6, the Lord very dramatically worked in
my life. I received the Lord Jesus Christ into my
life at a Christian camp. In less than two months,
the Lord led me to Philadelphia School of the
Bible where He also led me to my beloved
husband.

Dick: I was born and raised in a Christian family
in Bloomfield, New Jersey, just a few miles from
New York City. Some of my earliest memories
relate to our regular attendance at the First
Baptist Church. I was about to become a
teenager when I accepted Jesus Christ as my
Lord and Savior, realizing that He took all of my
sins upon Himself at the cross. Later in my teens I
felt that the Lord wanted me to serve as a
missionary to South America. 

After graduating from high school, I attended
the Philadelphia School of the Bible, now
Philadelphia Biblical University. It was there that I
met the girl of my dreams. Mary and I were
married after she graduated one year later than I,
54 years ago. 

Having had an avid interest in radio since I was
a very small child, I earned a BS in Electrical
Engineering at John Brown University. In fact, I
worked much of my way through college in radio.
Still very much interested in missions but not
realizing a call, I took a “temporary” job lasting
ten years with Bell System, ending up with the
Bell Telephone Laboratories in research and
development with application to military
equipment.

The Connection: How, when, and where did
you become a part of TWR? 

Mary: I did not just “tag along” with Dick even
though he is the engineer. Gene Priddy sent a
promotional tape of TWR broadcast segments to
our church after I contacted him to learn more
about his work with TWR. The tape contained
portions of programs to numerous countries
presenting music and teaching in the cultural
context of each country. I was profoundly
affected by the excellent quality of programs to
reach the nations for our Lord. When He called
me, I was ready!

Dick: The last three years of my Bell Labs work I
was transferred from Whippany, NJ to Winston-
Salem, NC. It was there that I became aware of
TWR through Gene Priddy, a missionary with
TWR in Monte Carlo supported by our church.
Back in 1963, my work required me to be in
Fullerton, CA to work with two men from
Hughes Aircraft to study the performance of a
shipboard radar system. During one of those
trips, the Lord burdened my heart to inquire
about the needs of TWR for the new facility that
would eventually be built on Bonaire. Upon
arriving home, I told Mary about my encounter
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Most of us have at some time been
hurt by the actions or decisions of
others. Some of these hurts we can
forget, but others we can’t. They
remain a painful part of us, and the
results linger and affect much of our
life. People we have trusted may have
disappointed us and hurt us. Or it may
be an organization that we trusted
that let us down. Decisions were
made that leaders thought were in the
best interests of the work, but it
caused us pain. The memory of being
treated badly cannot be forgotten or
forgiven. Decisions may have been
made that have affected our hopes
and dreams, even our sense of God’s
calling, and we are left with hurt and
angry feelings.

How do we deal with these feel-
ings and move on with our lives? Let
me suggest 3 steps: 
(1) We need to work through our loss
and grief. There is a basic psychologi-
cal principle that we never lose any-
thing we value without experiencing
loss and a sense of grief. Many of us
know the stages of grief that follow a
death, but we may not realize that any
loss or hurt can leave us with the
same feelings. As in bereavement, we
may for a time deny our hurt, excuse
the offender, and not admit to our-
selves our sense of loss. Feelings of
anger, guilt, and depression remain a
part of our lives. The first step in heal-
ing is to face our hurts and disappoint-
ments, grieve over what has been
lost, and share these feeling with
someone we trust, since grieving can-
not be done alone. God will give us
the healing we seek, but we need to
work at it.
(2) We need to be willing to forgive
those who have hurt us. You may
never understand why something hap-
pened, but you don’t have to under-
stand to forgive. Forgiveness is the
canceling of a debt that cannot be
repaid. The incident has happened
and cannot be undone. This is in fact
how God has forgiven us. Forgiveness 

is not primarily to accomplish recon-
ciliation, though this may come later.
Forgiveness is a process that happens
within ourselves. It is like surgery on
ourselves, cutting away the wrong
that was committed, accepting the
grief that goes with the loss. When
you can do this you take the wound
and let it go and find healing from the
hurt. You are not accountable for how
the other person feels about the
wrong. You can only let go of your
own burden.

If you can’t forgive people of their
wrongs, you lock yourself in to what is
painful in your past and the inevitable
resentment which will affect every
aspect of your being. Why do we for-
give? Because God has forgiven us and
asks that we do the same. There is
also considerable evidence that carry-
ing a grudge and not forgiving has a
long-term effect on our physical and
mental health.
(3) We need to be ready to move on
with our lives. We must admit that
forgiveness is not a natural response
to being hurt. But it is something we
learn is essential to move on in our
lives and be healed of our pain. It is
not accomplished overnight, but takes
time for the grief to be fully experi-
enced and resolved. In fact, you can-
not move on in your life and ministry
until you do forgive. The Apostle
Paul’s words guide us forward:

“But one thing I do, forgetting what is
behind and straining toward what is
ahead; I press on toward the goal to

win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ

Jesus.” Phil. 3:13-14

Editor’s Note: Dr. Art Riewald,
now retired, remains a vibrant
friend and colleague in ministry.
Thank you for sharing your years
of counseling experience and bibli-
cal healing focus.

w h a t  i s  b e h i n d
forgetting

by Arthur G. Riewald, Ph.D., Counseling Psychologist

Announcements
• Visit our newly designed web site at: 

www.twralumni.org.
• I really need to hear from YOU! Will 

you write an interview article? Will you 
write a Guest Writer’s article on 
Forgiving & Forgetting? Will you share 
your story about being involved in our 
Volunteer Involvement Program (VIP)? 
Will you send me your missionary story 
to post on the TWR Alumni web site?

• MKs are in important part of the TWR 
Alumni! Register at: www.twralumni.org

• I just received the TWR Alumni 
income/expense report for 2004 and we 
exceeded our expenses over income by 
$1,157.43. If 100 of our TWR Alumni 
would send in a tax-deductible gift, we 
would be in the black. Send in your gift 
to TWR, PO Box 8700, Cary, NC 
27512-8700 and mark the memo line: 
TWR Alumni. If you would like to receive
a copy of the report, send your request 
to Dennis Ford at: dford@twr.org.

• To send out your Praise, Prayer Request 
and News items on the TWR Alumni 
Network (now at 315 recipients), send 
them to: EAlumni@twr.org.

• Bonaire Bash – Labor Day week-end 
2005, Nashville, TN. For more 
information contact Stan or Karin Hustad
at: PTMark@aol.com.

Editor’s Personal Note: Dennis Ford
The more I interact with
the TWR alumni, and
the more I learn of what
God is doing in and
through your lives, the
more excited I become
about the TWR alumni initiative. Behind
the scenes there is an incredible team of
design and layout staff for The Connection
and Web Site, plus the Advisory Board, and
the TWR HR leadership in the Cary office.
Together, they are making a difference in
each of our lives. Thank you one and all for
making this ministry a joy and delight.

Purpose Statement:
The purpose of the TWR
Alumni is: “To connect
and communicate with

the TWR Alumni through effective care,
resulting in continued partnership to reach
the world for Christ by mass media so that
lasting fruit is produced.” 
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(PHIL. 3:13)
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TWR Service:
Bonaire: 1966-1972
Home Office: 1987-2003
1995: Guam (3 months)
1997: Bonaire (3 months)
April 99 – July 2000: Bonaire

Present Ministry: 
Denny  is working with
MemCare by Radio.
Susie has been helping 20 hours
a week at TWR, however on
Oct 25, 2004, Susie left North
Carolina to help their eldest
daughter with her terminally ill

mother-in-law. After 3 months
away, Susie has just returned
home and is helping Denny with
some of his MemCare responsi-
bilities.

Denny & Susie Milgate
2000 Angier Rd.

Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526
919-557-7000

dmilgate@nc.rr.com
smilgate@nc.rr.com

2

3

TWR Service:
1966 – 1983:  Bonaire (Carol)
Tape Traffic/Sec.
/Switchboard/Music Script

1970 – 1983:  Bonaire (Bob)
Transmitter Operations and
Maintenance

Robert & Carol Fitzgerald
7725 Farmbrook Dr.

Waxhaw, NC 
28173-9188

707-843-5007
b_cfitzgerald@msn.com

4

TWR Service:
Joan (Haaland) Britton
1963 – 1964: Chatham office
1964 – 1968: Monte Carlo 
Aug.17, 1968 married to Skip

Skip & Joan Britton
1969 – 1984: Bonaire
1984 – 1996: Monte Carlo
1996 – 2002 Bratislava

Dec. 31, 2002: Retirement

Present Ministry:
Skip is the Director of Music for
the Grace Evangelical Fellowship.
Joan is chairlady for the Women’s
Ministry.
Skip also takes a turn in teaching
an adult Sunday school class.

Joan is on the board of Christian
Women’s Club as prayer coordi-
nator and oversees 8 women’s
Bible study groups.

Children:
Doug - electrical engineer, GA
Dave - opera singer, CA
Ellen - a nanny, FL

Skip & Joan Britton
148 Dovenshire Dr.
Fairfield Glade, TN

38558-5801
931-707-8362

skipbritton@earthlink.net

TWR Service:
1955 - 1959: Tangier (Anna Lee)
1960 - 1966: Monte Carlo
1965 - 1966: Bonaire (Al)
1966 - 1976: Monte Carlo
1976 - 1978: South Africa

Present Ministry:
Al is producing the Thursday and
Friday programs of MemCare.Al & Anna Lee Stewart

RR7 2220 Cedar Hill Rd
Creston BC V0B 1G7

Canada
stewarta@kootenay.com

George and Jeanne Schneider
served with TWR  Bonaire from
Feb. 1966 - May 1975.  George was
in building maintenance and special
projects.  

I, Jeanne, took my turn as recep-
tionist and switchboard operator,
monitored the French programs,
and forwarded broadcasters’ mail
for the programs in English, French,
Spanish, Portuguese, and German.

We have 6 children, Bonnie, Bill,
Beth, Becky, Danny and Laurie.

They are all married and have chil-
dren. They love the Lord and are
serving Him for which we give
praise.  Bonnie is a missionary with
AIM, Bill in Christian printing, Beth
and Becky are pastors’ wives,
Danny is in the Coast Guard, and
Laurie is an RN and a home school-
ing mom of 4.

Volunteering has been a big part
of our lives since retirement.
George served in the ER and I at the
Surgery Information Desk at

Manatee Memorial Hospital in
Bradenton.  I, Jeanne, now serve in
administration in our newly built and
opened Lakewood Ranch Medical
Center.  We also volunteer at the
Bradenton Missionary Village. 

We are both on the Prayer Team
for TWR.  Heretofore, I was the
TWR Banquet Coordinator for the
Sarasota area.  Blessings, Jeanne and
George Schneider
george.schneider@keystonehost.net 
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Anew TWR Alumni’s “Hospitality Exchange” program is being offered to
all TWR Alumni, designed to be a blessing to ongoing TWR ministry and
to the Alumni.  Here is a brief description of it, modeled after similar

programs among Christian groups.

TWR Alumni’s “Hospitality Exchange”

What is it? TWR alumni offering hospitality to other alumni and TWR mis-
sionaries who are traveling. 

Why is it? To encourage continuing fellowship among TWR alumni and TWR
missionaries, thereby encouraging continuing awareness of and prayerful sup-
port of TWR; to help TWR alumni and missionaries to travel inexpensively and
with Christian friendship.

How does it work?

Host Alumni:
• Offer overnight sleeping accommodations to TWR alumni and missionary 

travelers; one night is assumed; multiple nights may be offered if hosts desire.
• Hosts offer clean and quiet sleeping quarters only, with bathroom privileges.

Sleeping bags on floor for children may be acceptable, etc.
• No expectation of food or drink (not a bed & breakfast), being entertained,  

or being travel guides. 
• Hosts to feel no obligation; feel free to say “no” without apology, and for any

reason (family, schedule, health, etc).
• Agreed donation per night: $10 per adult, $3 per child.  Leave money on 

night table, no negotiation.  (Hosts may consider passing the donation on to 
TWR Alumni minstry as a contribution.)

Guest Alumni:
• Contact host well in advance.  Arrive 7-9 p.m. and leave by 9 a.m.  Respect 

hosts’ privacy, schedule, space (e.g. bathroom usage) and quiet.  Don’t use 
facilities not offered to you, or expect kitchen privileges, taxi service, wake-
up calls, etc.  Leave room clean.  Assume a smoke-free, alcohol-free home.  
A “thank you” note would be appropriate.

How would you get involved as hosts?
Register on the “Hospitality Exchange” page of the TWR Alumni web site:
www.twralumni.org  or send an email with name, address, phone number,
email address, when and where served, to the Director at: EAlumni@twr.org
or simply send a note to The Connection, expressing your agreement with the
conditions of the program.  The Connection will list your names as hosts in
coming issues.  The TWR Alumni are then free to contact you directly there-
after.  

How would you get involved as a guest alumni?
Watch for names of hosts being listed in The Connection and note them in
your TWR Alumni Directory, for future reference.

TWR Alumni hopes this hospitality program can be a blessing to you and an
additional encouragement to Trans World Radio’s ministry.  If you desire to be
a host to other TWR alumni or missionaries, please send a note to The
Connection at EAlumni@twr.org or mail to: The Connection, PO Box 8700,
Cary, NC 27512-8700.  We will list your name in a coming issue and you may
soon have the privilege of hosting fellow TWR alumni or missionaries. 

If you would like to help coordinate this hospitality plan, or if you have ques-
tions about it, please contact William Viss, 215.646.3870 or WEViss@cs.com
or if no immediate response, contact the Director, TWR Alumni at:
EAlumni@twr.org or 1-800-569-6972 PIN # 113-7239. Your prayers for
God’s guidance are appreciated.

e x c h a n g e
hospitality

t w r  a l u m n i

Editor’s Note: This is an exciting day as we launch “Hospitality Exchange.” Bill

Viss, a TWR volunteer, has taken the lead in the organization and direction for this

project, and has volunteered to continue to assist in a liaison role. Your personal

involvement will make it a success!


